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SOCRATES 
DIDN’T KNOW 
EVERYTHING….







Do you lecture?

Do you use some version of the Socratic method?

How much time do your students spend in “Active 
Learning” mode?

Most importantly, why do you teach the way you teach?



Can I incorporate new methods in order to 
further enhance my students’ learning 
experiences and outcomes?



Flipped Classroom
Active Learning Exercises
Experiential Learning
Alternative Assessments



Flipping starts with the use of a blended classroom model.  

 In the purest sense, when a classroom is flipped, the 
teacher uses an online teaching platform (such as 
BlackBoard or TWEN)and posts videotaped “lectures” that 
would normally take place in the classroom.  These are 
viewed asynchronously, but prior to the actual class.  

Physical classroom time, in contrast, is used for applying 
what has been learned in the posted lectures.  



One of the goals is to disseminate the information that will be needed 
in order to facilitate more learning in the classroom.

 Flipping the Classroom- Prof. Michele Pistone



Now What? You have more time to 
try other things in class.



 Students work in small groups on ready-made problems based on the 
readings.  

 Students argue on behalf of the prosecutor and defense to the “judge 
or jury.” All students then discuss who has the better arguments and 
why based on law, policy etc. You can then poll the students.  

 Students research current crimes (the more high-profile the more 
fun) and present on the criminal law issues that may exist.  This is a 
great way to discuss issues of charging and proof. It also provides an 
opportunity for comparative analysis in different jurisdictions (ex. the 
Oscar Pistorius case in  South Africa).



-To reinforce what was learned in the classroom by using 
videos after class
-To lay foundation before class and then use your traditional 
in-class methods
-To supplement in-class discussions with other perspectives
-To lay a foundation to facilitate in-class activities



Simulations

Skills 
Courses

Live 
Clients



Experiential learning has been defined as “teaching 

that actively engages students in the subject matter 

they are studying.”

 ---Cynthia Adcock et al., Working Grp. on Vocabulary and Collaboration, Alliance 
for Experiential Learning in Law, A Glossary for Education in Law Schools, in 
Experience the Future: Papers from the Second National Symposium on 
Experiential Education in Law, 7 ELON L. REV. 1, 12, Part II.A, at 15 (2015).





Movie clip
Trading cards
Music
Jewelry



Collaborative
Low risk
Tactile
Pedagogically sound

“Those who want to learn, teach”





Think about in-class assignments or activities for the class 
you have identified above that will engage your students in 
an active way. 

How are you approaching the material now? 

How can you re-imagine the material to enhance student 
understanding and retention? 
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