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Admiralty and Maritime Law governs issues relating to the law of the sea.  Issues may be purely domestic 
or may involve international law to resolve disputes.  This broad area of law covers issues such as 
jurisdiction, torts, and contracts. 

Maritime law attorneys practice in a variety of sub-specialties.  For instance, attorneys may represent 
clients who are injured while on cruises in international waters.  Generally, ship owners and operators 
owe a duty of care to passengers.  Sometimes cruise lines or their employees may have acted negligently 
or have fallen below this standard of care causing injury to passengers.  In such cases, maritime law 
attorneys help their clients navigate the many complex tort and contractual issues that might arise (not 
to mention the conflict of laws that can arise where the injury occurs in international waters).  

Maritime law attorneys may also represent clients in domestic or international trade.  In these instances, 
they often address contractual and insurance concerns such as shipping contracts, bills of lading, etc. 

 

Job Type Typical Duties 
Federal Agencies 
United States Commission on 
Ocean Policy 
Federal Maritime Commission 
U.S. Coast Guard 
U.S. Dept. of Transportation 
U.S. Maritime Administration 
U.S. House Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure 
Federal Jobs 
 

Research topics 
Propose legislation and make rules and regulations 

FL State Agencies 
Florida Department of 
Transportation 
Florida State Jobs 
 

Oversee and implement government policy regarding travel at sea. 
Issue or revoke licenses. 
Create agency regulations. 

Local Government 
County Commissioner 
County Attorney’s Office 

Create and enforce local ordinance. 

Private Law Firms Defend clients against tort claims arising out of their business 
activities on navigable waters. 
Help clients obtain shipping and boating licenses. 
Represent clients against the boating and shipping industry. 
Draft contracts for businesses regarding personal watercraft 
activities. 

 

 

  

mailto:law-careerdevelopment@nova.edu
https://govinfo.library.unt.edu/oceancommission/
https://govinfo.library.unt.edu/oceancommission/
https://www.fmc.gov/
https://www.uscg.mil/
https://www.transportation.gov/
https://www.maritime.dot.gov/
https://transportation.house.gov/
https://transportation.house.gov/
https://transportation.house.gov/
https://www.usajobs.gov/
https://www.fdot.gov/home
https://www.fdot.gov/home
https://peoplefirst.myflorida.com/peoplefirst
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Student Organizations 

National Security and Law Society 

Tort Law Society 

 

Professional Organizations 

Maritime Law Association of the US 

Florida Bar – Standing Committee on Admiralty Law 

ABA – Admiralty and Maritime Law Committee 

ABA - Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section 

Local Bar Administrative Law Sections 

 

Other Activities 

Obtain an internship with an admiralty and maritime law attorney or firm. 

Compete in law student maritime writing and moot court competitions. 

Periodically check the Symplicity Job Board for opportunities in this area of law. 

mailto:law-careerdevelopment@nova.edu
https://www.law.nova.edu/current-students/orgs/nsls/index.html
https://www.law.nova.edu/current-students/orgs/tls/index.html
https://mlaus.org/
https://www.floridabar.org/about/cmtes/cmtes-cm/cmte-cm005/#:%7E:text=The%20scope%20and%20function%20of,the%20field%20of%20admiralty%20law.&text=Log%20in%20to%20the%20MyFloridaBar,or%20contact%20your%20staff%20liaison.
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/tort_trial_insurance_practice/committees/admiralty-maritime/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/tort_trial_insurance_practice/committees/admiralty-maritime/
https://law-nsu-csm.symplicity.com/students/?signin_tab=0

