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Primary Objectives

What’s at Stake: Health of the Nation

Election 2020: Health Care Priorities

Democratic Field: Then & Now

Major Health Law & Policy Issues

Facing Realities: Practicalities and Limits

Conclusions, Questions & Comments
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Escalating Health Care Expenditures
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Rising Insurance Premiums

Source: https://www.wsj.com/articles/cost-of-employer-

provided-health-coverage-passes-20-000-a-year-11569429000
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2019

$20,566

https://www.wsj.com/articles/cost-of-employer-provided-health-coverage-passes-20-000-a-year-11569429000


Americans’ Concerns Over Costs 
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Source: https://news.gallup.com/poll/245195/americans-rate-

healthcare-quite-

positively.aspx?g_source=link_NEWSV9&g_medium=related_tile1&g

_campaign=item_245873&g_content=Most%2520Americans%2520Stil

l%2520Rate%2520Their%2520Healthcare%2520Quite%2520Positivel

https://news.gallup.com/poll/245195/americans-rate-healthcare-quite-positively.aspx?g_source=link_NEWSV9&g_medium=related_tile1&g_campaign=item_245873&g_content=Most%20Americans%20Still%20Rate%20Their%20Healthcare%20Quite%20Positivel


Higher Rates of Uninsured – Sept. 2019
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Source: 

https://www.census.gov/library/pub

lications/2019/demo/p60-267.html

https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-267.html


Ascending Death Rates

Source: https://www.wsj.com/articles/death-

rates-rising-for-young-middle-aged-u-s-adults-

11563854580
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784.4

1,137.4

1,306.7

Rates per 100,000 population

https://www.wsj.com/articles/death-rates-rising-for-young-middle-aged-u-s-adults-11563854580


The Opioid Epidemic

8Source: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm


Decreasing Life Expectancy

Source: https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/chart-collection/u-s-life-expectancy-compare-

countries/#item-le_total-life-expectancy-at-birth-in-years-1980-2017_dec-2019-update 9

2014

78.9

2017*

78.6

* A slight increase in life expectancy of 1 

month (to 78.7 years) was observed in 2018

https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/chart-collection/u-s-life-expectancy-compare-countries/#item-le_total-life-expectancy-at-birth-in-years-1980-2017_dec-2019-update


Health Spending Per Capita & Life Expectancy 2017
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Source: https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/health_glance-2017-6-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/health_glance-2017-6-en

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/health_glance-2017-6-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/health_glance-2017-6-en
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49%

Source: https://www.people-press.org/2009/01/22/economy-jobs-trump-all-other-policy-priorities-in-2009/; 

https://www.people-press.org/2019/01/24/publics-2019-priorities-economy-health-care-education-and-security-all-near-top-of-

list/

Top Public Priorities – 2009 | 2019

69% 67%

https://www.people-press.org/2009/01/22/economy-jobs-trump-all-other-policy-priorities-in-2009/
https://www.people-press.org/2019/01/24/publics-2019-priorities-economy-health-care-education-and-security-all-near-top-of-list/


Health Care as a Priority
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Source: 

https://www.realclearpolitics.com/real_clear_opinion_research/new_poll_shows_heal

th_care_is_voters_top_concern.html

Health Care

36%

Economy

26%

Immigration

15%

Education

11%

Environment

11%What is the 

top issue 

facing 

America 

today?

https://www.realclearpolitics.com/real_clear_opinion_research/new_poll_shows_health_care_is_voters_top_concern.html
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The White House | Election 2020
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15Source: https://www.270towin.com/2020-senate-election/

Federal Elections

State Elections

U.S. House of 

Representatives

(235 D/197 R/1 I/

2 vacancies)

U.S. Senate 

(12 D/22 R)

Gubernatorial

(4 D/7 R)

State 

Legislatures

44 States

100%

22%

88%

33%

22% 88%

Election 2020: Up for Grabs 

100%

https://www.270towin.com/2020-senate-election/
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Source: https://www.270towin.com/2019-2020-governor-election/

Senate Gubernatorial 

Election 2020: Seats

https://www.270towin.com/2019-2020-governor-election/
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Democratic Candidates: Full Field

Source: https://www.politico.com/2020-election/candidates-views-on-the-issues/
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https://www.politico.com/2020-election/candidates-views-on-the-issues/


U.S. Senators

Democratic Candidates: Elected Officials
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Vice President

Mayors

U.S. House Members
Governors



Democratic Candidates: Attorneys
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Generation X (1965–1976)

Democratic Candidates: Age
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Silent Generation 

(before 1946)

Baby Boomers (1946-1964)

Millennials (1977-1995) 



22Source: https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2751406?guestAccessKey=6d45f449-bea8-4e6d-ba3d-

b474df7fbb8a&utm_source=silverchair&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign =article _alert-

jama&utm_content=olf&utm_term=091119

Democratic Candidates: Age

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2751406?guestAccessKey=6d45f449-bea8-4e6d-ba3d-b474df7fbb8a&utm_source=silverchair&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=article_alert-jama&utm_content=olf&utm_term=091119


Democratic Candidates: Now
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Top Issues: Democratic Debates

24
Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/20/us/politics/democratic-debate-issues.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur

(as of November 2019)

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/20/us/politics/democratic-debate-issues.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur


Top Issues: Early Voting 

25
Source: https://www.kff.org/slideshow/health-care-in-new-hampshire-primary/

(as of February 12, 2020)

https://www.kff.org/slideshow/health-care-in-new-hampshire-primary/
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Trump Administration – Select Health Policies
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Oct. 

2018
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to redefine 
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DOJ 
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March
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Repeal & 

replace 

ACA

May

2019
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Rule
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5th Circuit 
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Emergency

Jan.
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JLME | May 31, 2019



Major Health Law & Policy Issues

 Affordable Care Act

 Cannabis

 Climate change

 Dementia/Alzheimer’s 

 Elder care 

 Environmental health

 Food safety

 Gun violence

 Health equity/disparities

 Immigration

 LGTBQ

 Maternal/child health

 “Medicare for All”

 Mental Health

 Opioids

 Prescription drugs

 Reproductive rights

 Social determinants of health

 Surprise bills

 Tobacco/nicotine products

 Tribal health services

 Vaccines 

 Veterans’ Affairs 29





Trending Issues: Other Topics  
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Climate Change

Mental Health

Climate Change Immigration LGBTQNational Security



Trending Issues: Hot Topics  
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Mental Health

Affordable Care Act Medicare for All

Prescription Drugs Gun Violence

What is the fate 

of existing ACA 

health 

protections?

Is universal 

healthcare access 

possible via 

Medicare 

expansion?

Can gun-related 

deaths and injuries 

be reduced through 

lawful reforms?

Can prices for 

prescription 

drugs be 

reduced? 

How do we 

prepare for and 

respond to viral 

outbreaks?

Novel Coronavirus



Trending Issues: Major Candidates  

33

Joe Biden Elizabeth WarrenPete ButtigiegBernie Sanders Amy Klobuchar

Source: https://www.realclearpolitics.com/epolls/latest_polls/president/

Mike Bloomberg

https://www.realclearpolitics.com/epolls/latest_polls/president/
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Protect, strengthen, 

and expand

Affordable Care Act

34

Temporarily maintain 

and add public option

Legislation to ensure 

universal coverage
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Medicare for All



36

Prescription Drugs

Federal government to 

manufacture generic 

prescription drugs 

International price 

referencingForeign 

importation

Federal negotiation with 

pharmaceutical 

companies 



Gun Violence Prevention
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Universal 

background 

checks |Close 

“loopholes”

Assault 

weapons 

ban

Voluntary 

buyback

program

“Stop and 

Frisk”



Novel Coronavirus: COVID-19

38

Little to no 

direct input

Official 

Senatorial 

Statement

Full throttle 

politization

Alludes to 

global health 

threat

She’s got a 

plan
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Facing Realities: Practicalities

40

Climate Change

Mental Health

Costs Industry

Lobbies

Logistics

Implementation Infrastructure



Facing Realities: Legal Limits
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Climate Change

Mental Health

Federalism Individual Rights

Benefits

Separation of 

Powers

Politics Litigation



Trending Issues: Legal Forecast
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1. Viability

2. Analysis

3. Forecast



Legal Viability: Affordable Care Act

43

Objective: Protect and build on ACA



Analysis: Affordable Care Act

44

Moda Health Plans v. 
United States

Are insurers entitled to 
risk corridor payments?

San Francisco v. Azar

May providers deny care 
under the Health 
Conscience Rule? 

State of New York v. 
US Dep’t of Labor

Does the association 
health plan rule violate 

ACA?



Forecast: Affordable Care Act

Partly Cloudy
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Legal Viability: Medicare for All
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Objective: Federal single-payor system



Analysis: Medicare for All

47

Universal

Access

ERISA

Due Process

Affordable Care Act

Medicaid 

Monopoly 

Federalism

Reproductive Rights

4

3

2

1



Forecast: Medicare for All

48

Dreary



Legal Viability: Prescription Drugs

 HHS to manufacture drugs if: (1) no company is 

manufacturing it; (2) limited manufacture + price 

spikes; (3) drug is in short supply; or (4) “essential” 

drugs face limited competition & high prices
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Objective: Federal manufacturing of generics



Analysis: Prescription Drugs
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Forecast: Prescription Drugs

51

Partly Sunny
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Legal Viability: Gun Violence Prevention

“The way you get the guns out of the kids’ 

hands is to throw them up against the walls 

and frisk them”

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/11/us/politics/bloomberg-stop-and-frisk.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/11/us/politics/bloomberg-stop-and-frisk.html
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Analysis: Gun Violence Prevention



Forecast: Gun Violence

54

Stormy



Legal Viability: Novel Coronavirus
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Analysis: Novel Coronavirus

“Joe Biden’s track record on 

appropriate reactions to 

outbreaks is about as poor 

as his track record on almost 

everything else"

Source: https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/480095-biden-trump-is-worst-possible-person-to-deal-with-coronavirus-outbreak

Sarah Matthews 

Deputy Press Secretary

56

https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/480095-biden-trump-is-worst-possible-person-to-deal-with-coronavirus-outbreak


COVID-19 Longitudinally
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U.S. Cases of COVID-19

Source: https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/coronavirus-u-s-map-where-virus-has-been-confirmed-across-n1124546?icid=recommended

15 Prior Cases + 14 New Cases 

from 2 CDC flights from Japan

about:blank


Forecast: Novel Coronavirus
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Tempest



Trending Issues: Forecasts
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Mental Health

Affordable Care Act Medicare for All

Prescription Drugs Gun Violence

Partly 
Cloudy

Dreary

Partly 

Sunny Tempest
Stormy

Novel Coronavirus



Questions & Comments
Special thanks to Erica N. White, Senior Legal 

Researcher, for her research, design & formatting 

contributions.
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james.hodge.1@asu.edu | @jghodgejr

mailto:james.hodge.1@asu.edu

